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Flood Update 
According to the kiremt rainfall forecast for September, the western and south western 
parts of the country will continue to receive normal to above-normal rainfall, while the 
rains will likely gradually withdraw from northern and north eastern Ethiopia. In 
September, flooding is expected in flood-prone areas of SNNPR, including Dasenech, 
Humbo, Nyangatom, Shashego and Mirab Abaya woredas. Similarly, flooding in 
Gambella region and the continued risk of the overflow of Baro river are particularly 
concerning for Gambella town, Lare, Wanthowa, Gambella Zuria, Gog, Jor, and Itang 
special woreda, as well as Makoy and Jikawo woredas where the South Sudanese 
refugee camps and transit centres are located. 
 
Given these developments and perceived risks, on 9 September, the Federal Flood Task 
Force revised the Flood Alert, which was first issued on 18 August, to urge Government 
and humanitarian actors to implement flood prevention and preparedness measures in 
newly identified at-risk communities. For more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org 
 

Refugee Update 
The Government refugee agency, ARRA, stated that the two flood-affected camps in 
Gambella region, Leitchor and Nip Nip, and Matar way station will be dismantled due to 
the continued risk of flooding. Leitchor may, however, be turned into a reception center 
for new arrivals. The growing influx of South Sudanese refugees and the flood-displaced 
refugees from Leitchor and Nip Nip will be relocated to Okugo camp in Dimma woreda 
(400 kms from Gambella town) and to two new camp sites able to accommodate 120,000 
refugees recently identified in the vicinity of Okugo. According to a flood-response 
strategy outlined by UNHCR, ARRA and partners, basic services will continue to be 
provided in Leitchor and Nip Nip awaiting the end of the rainy season in October and the 
start of the relocation exercise to Okugo. Refugees are still reluctant to be relocated to 
Okugo. UNHCR and ARRA will continue discussing with the refugees and will soon start 
registering those willing to relocate. Meanwhile, UNHCR, WFP and partners are providing 
humanitarian assistance to more than 16,000 flood-displaced refugees now residing with 
the host community. UNHCR continues to urge partners to include the host community in 
the refugee response plan.  
 
Despite on-going reports of a deteriorating food security in Somalia, there was no major 
change in the Somali refugee arrival trend in eastern Ethiopia so far. Refugees continue 
to arrive at an average weekly arrival rate of 88 people. UNHCR and partners are closely 
monitoring the situation in Somalia.  Following the arrival of nearly 189,000 refugees from 
South Sudan since mid-December 2013, the South Sudanese (250,652 people) overtook 
the Somalis (245,511 people) as the largest refugee population in Ethiopia.  
  
Northern Ethiopia continues to receive large numbers of Eritrean refugees, including un-
accompanied minors. The first week of September saw an increase in the refugee arrival 
numbers with 429 refugees registered, compared to 293 arrivals the week before. For 
more information, contact gegziabk@unhcr.org 
 
Considering the large number of Eritrean refugee children, the Education Cluster 
conducted a rapid education assessment in the camps in Shire zone of Tigray region to 
identify priority needs. Accordingly, UNICEF allotted more than USD305, 000 to provide 
education assistance in the Shire camps, benefitting some 1,400 school-aged children. 
Education intervention gaps remain. For more information, contact mshenkut@unicef.org 
 

A National Early Warning Taskforce Established  
On 4 September, DRMFSS and partners established a National Early Warning Taskforce 
to streamline the fragmented early warning activities in the country. Led by the DRMFSS, 
the Taskforce will include relevant Government line Ministries, and UN, NGO and donor 
representation. A national experience sharing forum on early warning is planned for 17 
and 18 September. For more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org 
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Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs, Email: ocha-eth@un.org 
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